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(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To execute stable tracking control by outputting a 
tracking control signal after adding the result of comparing the 
phase of an optical output signal from a detector at a diagonal 
position on the quadripartite photodetection face of a 
photodetector with the phase of a total sum signal. 
CONSTITUTION: Reflected light from a recording medium M is 
inputted to a photodetecting means P and converted to an electric 
signal, and an adder A1 outputs a total sum signal ST from the 
means P to first and second phase comparators C1 and C2. The 
comparators C1 and C2 compare the phases of electric signals SI 
and SII to be outputted from one photodetection face at the 
diagonal position on the quadripartite photodetection face of the 
means P with the phase of the signal ST and output first and 
second phase compared result signals SCI and SCII to an adder 
A2. The adder A2 adds the signals SCI and SCII and outputs a 
tracking control signal STR to an actuator ACT so as to execute 
the tracking control. Thus, even when there is flaw or dirt on the 
surface of the recording medium, the stable tracking control can be 
executed. 
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